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Dear Reader,

I'm delighted to announce the eBook release

today of my debut novel Heart of Cruelty by

Poolbeg Press. See my website for more

information:  (Link) 
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Poolbeg Press publish my debut novel Heart

of Cruelty today, 21st October 2020. It's

taken me a few years to complete my novel

and get it published and I'm going to look

back on how I got here.

I created two main characters: William Doughty,

the Birmingham Coroner, and Jane Verity, the

beautiful young pianist he rescues from the

workhouse. Around them I've woven a web of

lies and secrets in which they struggle for the

truth. It’s said that in a romance, the lovers are

protagonist and antagonist to each other. There

is romance in my book, but it’s bittersweet, and

it’s not a romance novel in the standard sense.

Doughty protects Jane out of what he convinces

himself is charity, but at the same time his

attraction to her is on a slippery slope between

love and lechery. He’s a Rochester, and his

passionate, virile nature that would be admirable

in more romantic novels, whether 19th or 21st

century, is his problem. Pursuing his desire for

Jane lands him in a crisis.

Jane has the independent spirit of a Jane Eyre,

but has been too ready to sacrifice it, eloping

with her first love to join the theatre. Now,

having lost everything, she’s determined to make

her own way in life and return to her music.

Heart of Cruelty
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The very first germ of the book was written during an Open University Creative Writing

course: a radio play, about a Victorian coroner’s inquest, with Coroner Doughty. After that I

spent one NaNoWriMo writing the first draft. I was living in Birmingham at the time and

every Saturday the Birmingham chapter of NaNo would hold a write-in in a cafe in the city

centre. They’re a great, crazy crowd and we’d sit there all day drinking coffee and doing

headlong writing sprints. NaNoWriMo gave me 50,000 words of Jane's voice for my novel

and helped me get deep into her point of view.

I then added in chapters from Doughty's point of view, alternating with Jane. At that point I

joined an online writing course called ‘Self Edit Your Novel’ which is still available through

Jericho Writers. This has two key components: theory on how to structure and edit a novel

plus an online workshop facility to share critique with other writers. For me, this approach

enabled me to draft and redraft my novel with a critique group of three other historical

writers, with an editorial report from Louise Walters (Louise Walters Books and Jericho

Writers) and finally to respond quickly to requests for changes from my editor at Poolbeg

Press.

My writing groups are important to me. In 2012 I joined the Telegraph Creative Writers who

run a monthly competition, and since then have created 60 to 70 short stories on my website.

I met my three historical writer friends on a free online course from the University of Iowa

International Writers Programme. Then I met my most recent group, Wexford Write Club,

after I moved to Wexford from Birmingham in 2017. 

In Wexford we have a great group of writers who are unafraid of publishing books, and a

strongly positive vibe about writing. Wally O’Neill, owner of ‘Red Books’ in Wexford,

constantly nagged me about entering my manuscript for Wexford Literary Festival’s ‘Meet

The Publisher’ Competition this year, and the result was a 3-book contract with Poolbeg

Press.

Often writers seem to have lots of horror stories to tell about their publishers. For me, Paula,

my publisher, and Gaye, my editor at Poolbeg have been a delight to work with and just

share my aim of making the book as perfect as possible.

Read more about 'HEART of CRUELTY'
 

on my website HistWriter.com
(Link)
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